Let’s discover through the history of the colony, clues of
explorers, and current research and DNA testing if the
colonists’ descendants are living today in North Carolina.
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 Adrian Oxendine passed away last year. Adrian was a

member of the Lumbee Tribe, a group of Native Americans
found in eastern North Carolina. Adrian’s physical
attributes, mannerisms, and dialect marked him a Lumbee.
His russet colored skin and his dark hair were what you
would expect of a Native American, but Adrian and his
fellow tribe members boast a quirk in their DNA,
something of an oxymoron to the traditional image of a
Native American: Adrian had vividly blue gray eyes, eyes so
bright and expressive that one could hardly look away. If
you asked Adrian where his eye color came from he would
tell you he doesn’t really know. However, some scholars
and historians would say they do know. The quirk in the
Lumbee DNA? English DNA from the Lost Colonists of
Roanoke.

Is it true?
There are several
groups of people
living in North
Carolina today who
are being studied as
possible descendants
of the Lost
Colonists. Are these
studies valid or
simply family lore
and local legend?

The Lost Colony

Families with eastern North Carolina roots, Lumbee, other Native
Americans from the eastern United States, and those with “most
wanted” surnames.

 “These eighteen European

surnames have the strongest
correlation and identification
with the Croatoan and
Mattamuskeet Indians from
Dare, Tyrrell and Hyde Counties”
(the area in which the Lost
Colony Center believes
descendants may inhabit):
Elks, Mayo, Caroon, Gibbs,
Berry, Hodges, Buck, Pain,
Farrow, Pinkham, Brooks,
Jennette, Carrow, Squires,
Whahab, Padgett, Barbour ,
and Pierce

 “The ‘Families of Interest” include

the surnames of the colonists and
families associated through
historical documents with local
Native American heritage. If the
colonists survived and were
integrated into native village life,
DNA, matching that of the
colonists, will appear within the
descendants of the local Native
American population.”

~ The Lost Colony Center for Science
and Research

 To uncover the eventual failure that was the Lost

Colony of Roanoke, let’s explore its curious history
complete with high drama, hurricanes, war, and
conspiracy theories…

 Raleigh was an up and comer in

Tudorplace.com

the court of Elizabeth I. He
could boast no serious pedigree
or station – only that he had
caught the eye of the queen. Her
obsession with the handsome
Raleigh ensured he received
lands, titles, and plenty of
opportunities in the court.
Contemporaries said he was the
“wonder of the world for wit”
with a “wondering waking
spirit.” A visiting Flemish priest
calls him, “the darling of the
English Cleopatra.”
 ~ (Quotes taken from Miller,
2000).

 In return for the

handsome Raleigh’s
attentions and
flirtations with the aging
queen she gifted him a
charter to explore North
America in England’s
name. For the next ten
years Raleigh, and only
Raleigh, had the queen’s
permission to colonize
North America.

Tudorhistory.org

Clive Owen played Sir Walter in the 2007
movie Elizabeth: The Golden Age. (lovefilm.com)

 From the years of 1585 to

1587 the island of
Roanoke off the coast of
North Carolina was
colonized three times by
Raleigh. He never
traveled himself (the
queen wouldn’t allow it),
but he sent those he
believed would do the
finest job of
colonization.

Reproduction of a Roanoke Ship
(Thinkquest.org)

(www.visitob.com/outer_banks/trip/map.htm - outer banks map)

 The first and second voyages to North Carolina were

military expeditions to evaluate the land and make
contacts with native peoples. Tales of great wealth
and a connecting body of water to China were sent
back to England. The English people were enchanted
with tales of the New World.

John White’s illustrations told of the strange and beautiful creatures living here.

 Barlowe wasn’t exactly correct in his assessment of the

land. “Virginia was not a land of milk and honey. White
had seen the hardships the people (Croatoan) endured, the
daily struggle to provide food for themselves in the midst of
drought, and the scars worn proudly by their warriors
(Horn, 2010).”
 The first two expeditions failed. Inadequate preparations
and supplies, and a heavy handed tactic with the Native
peoples caused these two companies to flee and return to
England. However, a reminder of the English had been left
with the tribes of Roanoke through memories of the
second expedition’s leader, Ralph Lane.

 “Lane has inflicted deep wounds on Roanoke that will

never heal. During his brief tenure on the island, he has
destroyed food stores…He has crippled them with
debilitating epidemics; decimated populations; cut down
their government and religion. He has savagely attacked
towns without provocation; captured a king and held his
son hostage. He has brutalized them with intimidation,
threats, deceit, and murder. His obsession with the copper
mines…will wreak untold misery and eventually topple the
balance of power within the region. He has reduced their
world to shambles. He has beheaded Wingina (the King of
the Secotan), (Miller, 2000).”

 Lane was only in Roanoke for ten months.

 The third expedition to Roanoke

is the expedition we know as the
Lost Colony. It was during this
trip that the first women and
children took part. Altogether
87 men, 17 women, and 11
children sailed from England.
Piloting this voyage was a
Portuguese man named Simon
Fernandez. The leader of the
entire expedition, however, was
John White, the artist. Both
Fernandez and White had
traveled to the New World
before. White was the artist who
painted the first pictures the
English ever saw of North
American native peoples.

Illustration by John White

 According to John White in his final letter regarding

the voyage to Roanoke he states that he, White, and
Fernandez had conflicting viewpoints during the
journey to the New World. White says that Fernandez
refused to stop for supplies in the Caribbean and
wouldn’t take the colonists to the Chesapeake, the
supposed intended area for this colony.
 It seemed the colonists were doomed before they even
landed in Roanoke. Without the provision of salt, one
of the supplies not gathered in the Caribbean, the
colonists could not store meat for the winter.

 Arriving in the summer of 1587

the colonists began work
gathering food, planting
gardens, and cleaning up the
houses left from other
expeditions. Within two months
it was apparent they would need
further supplies and help from
England. They implored John
White to go to London and seek
help. Current studies involving
ancient cypress trees on
Roanoke have determined that
the summer of 1587 in North
Carolina saw the longest, hardest
drought in 800 years ("Roanoke,
the lost colony," 2006).
Illustration by John White

 White was extremely

nervous about leaving
this newfound colony,
especially since his
daughter had just given
birth to a baby girl,
Virginia – the first
English child born in the
New World.
The Lost Colony

 White told his colony that

he would be back as soon
as possible, probably in the
Spring of 1588. If the
colonists were to move
they should carve their
location into a tree. If they
moved because of a
distressful, dangerous
situation they should carve
a cross atop their message.

Picture from David Stick’s book Roanoke
Island: the Beginnings of English America

 The colonists most likely

left the island of
Roanoke because of
hostile Indians and the
shortage of food.
 John White’s letter in
1593 states that he knew
the colonists would most
likely move 50 miles
inland.
 Where did they go?

Original map by John White. Blue markings
added by Lost Colony Center for Science and
Research

 White failed to keep his

promise to the colonists. It
took three years for him to
get back to Roanoke Island.
The Reason? One of the
greatest battles in
European history – that of
Elizabeth’s England vs.
Philip’s Spanish Armada.
The war with Spain
occupied all waters and
sailing vessels for three
long years and kept White
from returning to his
Loutherbourg d. J., Philipp Jakob
colony.

The Message

Historicmysteries.com

White finally arrived
at the colony in the
summer of 1590. His
colony had vanished.
There was not a soul in
sight and the state of
the houses and
gardens proved that
no one had lived in the
area for some time.
However, etched on a
tree were the letters
CRO. Another
building showed a
more complete word
carved: CROATOAN.

 The Croatoan people were

important to the Colony of Roanoke.
They lived on the southern end of
Hatteras Island, not far from the
colonists and befriended the
English in the first colonization
attempt in 1585. Manteo, a
Croatoan, is one of the most famous
North Carolinians in history for his
adventurous heart and willingness
to help the English. He even made
several trips to London to meet with
scholars there. Today the town of
Manteo is situated on Roanoke
Island in his honor. For the
Secotan Leader, Wingina by John White
colonists to seek shelter with the
(learnnc.org)
Croatoan would not be a foreign
concept to John White.
Map by John White

 In 1998 East Carolina

University conducted the
“Croatoan Project.” The
excavation was done at
the know capital of the
Croatoan people. Here
an English signet ring
was found bearing the
Kendall family crest. A
“Master Kendall” came to
Roanoke in the second
voyage from England.

Kendall family ring
(Lost Colony Center for Science
And Research via East Carolina
University)

 Due to a storm blowing

their ship into the
Atlantic the day after
finding Roanoke, White
was not given the
opportunity to further
explore the area. He
returned to England and
lived out the rest of his
days in seclusion in
Ireland.

 The account of the Lost

Colony is written in
White’s own hand in a
letter dating 1593.
Though his account is
detailed, it is still the
account of only one man.
There may be clues and
stories White left out of
his letter that will remain
impossible for us to
know.

 Raleigh does not forget the colonists, however. He

sent two different expeditions to North America in
1600 to look for them. An expedition was sent, said
Raleigh, to “find these people which were left there in
the year 1587.” Both expeditions failed to find
Roanoke, one sailing to Cape Fear and one finding
itself in Maine.
 It is important to remember that weather, pirates, and
supplies determined the course of a voyage. There was
no GPS and no reliable maps. With one bad storm you
were sent home again to England.

 England gains a new king

James I of England and VI 0f Scotland.
James became Elizabeth’s heir when she
died childless. (pbs.org)

in 1603 when Elizabeth
dies. James is eager to
explore the New World
once again and,
successfully, founds
Jamestown in 1607 – the
first permanent English
colony there. James had
not forgotten about the
Lost Colonists and asked
those living in Jamestown
to find them.

 John Smith is one of the most

famous early settlers in
American history. He has been
played by Mel Gibson and Colin
Farrell in popular movies. There
is a reason for his modern day
popularity – he has been
romanticized for his near death
experience with the Powhatan
people, but being saved just in
time by the chief’s beautiful
daughter, Pocahontas. John
Smith, a leader in early
Jamestown, was instructed to
lead several expeditions in
finding the Lost Colonists.

Britanica.org

USAToday.com
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 The colonists of Jamestown hear from these

expeditions of fellow English living throughout the
area.
 In 1607 Captain Newport, the pilot of a Jamestown
vessel, reported several bearded Natives.
 George Percy, a sailor aboard Newport’s ship stated,
“We saw a savage boy, about the age of ten years which
had hair of perfect yellow and a reasonable white skin,
which is a miracle amongst all the savages.”

 Two explorers commissioned by Smith, Powell and

Todkill, told their story of finding seven colonists: two
men, four boys and one girl held as workers in a copper
mine by an inland tribe.
 Smith supposedly learned that Chief Powhatan had
killed the colonists just as the Jamestown settlers
arrived. The chief felt that the new colonists could use
the Roanoke colonists’ contacts within the native
community and cause an imbalance of power.
Powhatan had several of the Roanoke colony’s items in
his possession. The nature of his acquiring these
possessions is hard to prove, however.

 In the Blue Ridge Mountains in 1671 (near Salem, Virginia as this author

deduced), a time when very few Europeans had been so far inland, two
sets of initials were found carved in a tree: M.A. and N.J. Two
colonists’ names were Morris Allen and Nicolas James. Five days later,
marching westward, the explorers (Batts and Fallam) find the same
initials carved again.
 A more distressful clue was found in carvings as well. In the area where
Todkill and Powell were believed to have found the colonist copper
mine workers were an entire grove of trees engraved with the agreed
upon distress signal: crosses. “Intelligence of some of our nation
planted by Sir Walter Raleigh, (yet alive), within fifty miles of our
fort…as is testified by two of our colony sent out to seek them, who,
(though denied by the savages speech with them) found crosses &
letters, the characters and assured testimonies of Christians newly cut
in the barks of trees.” ~ The Virginia Company’s Stationers’ Register,
December 14, 1609

 This map was obtained by a

Spanish spy and traced
over the original which was
probably created by John
Smith. It shows three
settlements of Englishmen
in Virginia/North Carolina.
One is Jamestown. The
other two are further south
and said to be the locations
of those from White’s
colony. This map is dated
1608.

With all of these clues as to the
whereabouts of the Lost Colonists, it
seems those who were living in
Jamestown chose not to follow up on
these clues. No further questions were
asked or rescue attempts shown. It
seems the Jamestown colonists were
indifferent about the plight of the
Roanoke colonists.
 Or were the Jamestown colonists simply
too busy trying to survive themselves to
care about these sightings? By January of
1608 only 38 of the original Jamestown
colonists are alive. John Smith in his
Generall Historie writes they had grown
“very bare and scanty of victuals.” The
drinking water was “full of slime and
filth” resulting in the “bloody flux.” The
colonists died “three or four in a night; in
the morning, their bodies trailed out of
their cabins like dogs to be buried.”


Symonsez.wordpress.com

 John Lawson, a surveyor,

who would become a great
North Carolinian
undertook a journey
through the Carolinas in
1703. Commissioned by
King William III, Lawson
was to explore the
Carolinas, map, and detail
his findings (published in
1709). Lawson was also
instructed to learn about
the fate of the Lost
Colonists.

 He had no luck when asking about the Lost Colony

until he reached Hatteras Island, home of the
Croatoan tribe. These islanders said yes, they knew
about the colonists. In fact, as Lawson writes, they
had ancestors who dressed like Lawson and “could
make books speak.” There was no further information
given to Lawson regarding details.
 However, Lawson noted an interesting fact: these
native people had clear blue-gray eyes (Horn, 2010).

 Raleigh was despised by King James

and beheaded in 1618 on trumped
up charges of treason. He had, in
fact, not done a thing wrong. But
these were dangerous times in which
to be a courtier. Most courtiers
knew to be involved in the royal
court meant power, but also meant
constant game-playing in which a
bad mood of the monarch could end
your life.
 “Later on one of Raleigh’s judges, Sir
Francis Gawdy, swore upon his
deathbed that the ‘justice of
England was never so depraved and
injured as in the condemnation of
Sir Walter Raleigh’ (Miller, 2000.).”

Drnumb.com

 Miller believes the colony was sabotaged by Queen

Elizabeth’s advisor and spy, Sir Francis Walsingham.
Walsingham, she believes hated Raleigh for the monetary
gifts Elizabeth was bestowing on Raleigh – gifts that should
have been meant for himself. The sabotage is completed in
the form of Simon Fernandez’ mutiny. Walsingham
ensured the colonists didn’t receive adequate supplies or
go to their desired destination – the Chesapeake Bay. He
deliberately led the colonists to an island with angry
natives and no food.
 Like many other scholars on the subject, Miller believes the
colonists assimilated with the Croatoan people and later
moved to the Chowan River area which is northwest of the
Outer Banks.

 Miller continues by saying the colonists were attacked by a group of

natives called the Mandoag, a tribe that stretched from Canada to the
Carolinas. Their name could be translated as stealthy, treacherous,
dangerous, or snakes. The Mandoag were wealthy for their ownership
of copper mines and used some of the colonists as slaves in these mines
at a site called Ritanoc in present day Randolph County.

Map by David Benbennick

 The rest of the colonists were sold as slaves throughout the state along

the “Great Trading Path,” a route where natives bartered goods
throughout North Carolina. This route is the basis for the present day
path of I-85.



Arrohattoc – one b0y (Potomac to James Rivers, Albemarle Sound, Virginia shore)



Tuscarora – one man, one woman (Roanoke , Neuse, Tar, and Pamlico Rivers)



Mandoag – four men, two boys, one girl (Randolph County)



The explorer, Edward Bland reports, “other English among Indians.” (Referring to a band of
Tuscarora.)



The Zuniga map shows four men at Pakerakanick. (Tar River)



Panawiock – “many” Lost Colonists (Between Roanoke and Pamlico Rivers)



Ocanahowan – “certain men,” but no exact number (South side of Roanoke Island)

 Horn believes some colonists moved with the Croatoan people while

others moved inland. Most likely it was the families who went to live
with the Croatoan people and the single men who left for the Chowan
River area. The CRO clue should have lead John White back to his
family.
 The settlers left for fear of native retribution for Lane’s earlier deeds
and to find a safer haven in case of a Spanish attack.
 After it became evident John White would not return, the colonists
dispersed into four different groups, all seeking a life in North Carolina.
This dispersal accounts for the sightings across the outer banks and
into the copper mines of Ritanoe (Miller calls Ritanoc).
 By this time the colonists of Roanoke had lived with their native
families for years, their children intermarrying. They spoke the native
languages and dressed in that way as well. They had long forgotten
their former lives in England.

 Horn relies on the story of Machumps, the brother-in-law

of the chief of the Powhatan people who was called
Wahunsonacock. Machumps tells the English writer
William Strachey that Wahunsonacock, fearing English
power, sought out all living colonists in 1607 when seeing
the arrival of Jamestown ships. Once he found them he
massacred them all. However, several groups escaped this
slaughter and found shelter with other local tribes. In fact,
Horn doesn’t believe they were held as slaves by the
Mandoag, but rather they were “under the protection” of
them (Horn, 2010).
 Horn believes that the Powhatan could not have killed all
of them, however, and that their descendants may well live
in the area today.

 Willard asserts that whereabouts of the Roanoke Colony were

always known, but that information was suppressed by Raleigh,
Walsingham, and even the Queen.
 The ship’s log from The Primrose called a plant grown in the New
World “the most valuable commodity in all of North America.”
It’s name? Sassafras.
 Sassafras was worth 4,000 – 5,000 pounds per ton back in the
16th century because of its medicinal properties (It was believed
to cure syphilis.) and its ability to produce the high found in the
drug ecstasy.
 Willard believes the colonists were to be the hub of sassafras
trade from North America, a trade on which Raleigh and his
investors would hold the monopoly. Their location was
deliberately suppressed to hold on to this economic windfall.

 On John White’s 1585 map an Indian village was shown. In all subsequent

maps this village was erased. White also stated that he knew the colonists
would go 5o miles into the mainland. This area on his map is exactly 50 miles
from Roanoke – into the mainland. Also in this area were found:
 ½ mile of English walnut trees, planted in a perfect row
 Coffins with Elizabethan style crosses carved on them
 All references to this location were removed from maps, deeds, and letters by

the investors.
 Additionally, Willard offers the vast Croatan expansion of the time as proof

that they received help from the English. The Croatan supplanted larger tribes
to become an empire which would include all of the peninsula between the
Albemarle and Pamlico Rivers. Willard states, “In all likelihood, after 1690, the
migration to the Croatan settlements inland did indeed result in the complete
assimilation of the colony by the Croatan (2006).” (Willard writes “Croatan”
where some other historians write “Croatoan.”)

 The head of the Alligator

River is 50 miles inland
 This was the location of
the native village removed
from all maps after first
being shown on White’s
1585 map.
 All of Willard’s research
and hypotheses have just
been incorporated into a
Master Thesis written by
Phil McMullan for N.C.
State University which is
intended to be published.

www.byways.orgexplorebyways12810travel.html –
alligator river map

 Like the theorists we’ve already discussed, both Dr.

David Levere of the University of North Carolina –
Wilmington and Professor Emeritus of Anthropology
David Sutton Phelps of East Carolina University
believe the Lost Colonists assimilated with the
Croatoans (“Lost colony of,” 2002).
 Historians believe that no matter the tragedies
occurring to the Roanoke colonists some colonists did
survive.
 Are their descendants living today in North Carolina?

 Through archaeological

excavations, DNA
testing, satellite imaging
and radar testing this
group’s mission is to
discover the truth behind
the missing Roanoke
Colony.
 Almost 200 people have
been tested thus far.
Photo courtesy of The Lost Colony Center for Science and Research

 Due to erosion the Roanoke colonists lived ¼ mile to

½ mile into what is today’s water (“Roanoke, the lost,”
2006.)
 Most historians believe the colonists left the island.
Due to the many waterways leaving the island, their
course may be nearly impossible to determine.
 The group is currently searching for the site of the Lost
Colony around the area of the Alligator River in hopes
of finding the Sassafras farm.

They state the difficulties of DNA research quite
clearly on their website:
“Plain and simple, we don’t have the DNA of the
colonists yet, or if we do, we don’t yet have the
documentation to prove it.”

Independentmail.com

Lumbeetribe.com
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 The Lumbee claim descent from the Croatoan tribe, a fact

that was validated in 1895 by the state of North Carolina.
Recognized in 1956 by the United States Government, the
Lumbee still do not receive support through the Bureau of
Indian Affairs. Why?
The Lumbee speak only English with no language of their
own.
They have no religious rituals.
They have no traditional Native American last names, only
European surnames – many of these surnames are identical
to those of the Roanoke colonists.
The Lumbee do not claim descent from the Lost Colony,
but they do not argue against it, either. They simply say
that they don’t know.

 Even with these strange facts there is no conclusive

evidence the Lumbee descend from the Roanoke
colonists.
 Many researchers believe they are a mix of Sioux,
Tuscarora, possibly Cherokee, Caucasian, and African
American (Fritz, 2004).

 Almost all Native American tribes in North Carolina

can claim descent of the Roanoke Colony simply
because of the mystery. We don’t know where the
colonists went or with what tribes they assimilated.
Other tribes simply do not have the same clues or
connections. But remember, if Lee Miller’s theory is
correct the Lost Colonists were sold as slaves
throughout the state possibly sharing their DNA with
any number of groups.

 Eastern North Carolinians with documented eastern

ancestry are being studied through their DNA.
 These DNA samples are being compared to DNA
samples of Roanoke descendants living in England.
 There has yet to be a match, but research is still being
conducted.

And so, we wait until conclusive evidence
proves the Lost Colonists survives.

 DNA testing is so difficult because you must find direct,

known descendants in England and match that direct
descendent with one here in the United States. While you
may have collected samples from these descendents on
both sides of the Atlantic, this pair may not be a familial
match. Scientists must not only find a) an English
descendant, b) an American descendant, but also c) a
matching pair of the two.
 We have a situation that is very much “needle in a
haystack.”
 If the family match is ever made then the American must
prove his ancestry can be traced back to the third voyage to
Roanoke. Needless to say this will be very difficult, but it is
possible.

 Children in North

Carolina learn about the
Lost Colony in Fourth
Grade Social Studies, but
what about students in
the rest of the United
States? I asked some
friends from around the
country how much they
knew about the colony
and when they learned
about it.

Education.com

 Emily Mains, 29, grew up in

Sacramento. She has never
learned about the Lost Colony in
a school setting. She said, “I
have learned through friends
that they learned primarily
about the state they lived in
during elementary school. My
husband only learned about
Texas well into high school. The
education system should expand
it’s US history (and world
history) lesson plans a bit.” She
only knew what I had told her
about the colony of Roanoke.

Courtesy of Emily Beckmann Mains

 Jennifer Childers, 40, grew up in

Daytona Beach. She did learn
about the Lost Colony in
elementary school, but says it
was talked about very quickly.
Florida schools teach much
about explorers because it is so
relevant to state history. She
says, “We learned about the Lost
Colony strictly from a US History
standpoint. We spent an equal
amount of time on Lewis and
Clark… that type of thing. We
did spend much more time on
Florida history (St. Augustine…
Ponce de Leon… etc.).”

Courtesy of Jennifer Jolley Childers

 Tim Brogan, 46, grew up

in Middlesboro. He says
this, “I have a vague
recollection of learning
something of this in
High School US History.”
Courtesy of Tim Brogan

 North Carolina students and others in states that have

a vested history in early North American exploration
have the advantage of learning about the Lost Colony
of Roanoke. However, many other American students
learn about the Lost Colony outside of the classroom.
Most adults have only a vague notion of what is the
Lost Colony and hear only about it as any oddity or
unsolved mystery of history.

 The Lost Colony of

Roanoke
Written by Jean Fritz and
Illustrated by Hudson
Talbott
 The book is precise, in
depth, and as up to date
as a social studies book
ever can be! The pictures
are beautiful and
engaging for younger
readers.

 Today on the island of

Roanoke the mystery of
the Lost Colony is hardly
forgotten. Each summer
since 1937 The Lost
Colony is performed to
sold out audiences, a
garden has been erected
to remember the
colonists, and tours of
the site are given.

Outerbanks.com

The Lost Colony play

 The name of Virginia Dare

Learnnc.org
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has been honored
countless times through
postage stamps, an official
birth certificate given to
North Carolina (by FDR,
no less), and through art.
Here an artist drew what he
believed became of
Virginia Dare. Was she the
little girl Powell and
Todkill heard of working as
a slave in the copper mine?

 Because it’s the core of our

founding, it’s the lost
pioneers of our European
heritage of whom most
school children won’t
learn. There is a heartache
for the colonists of
Roanoke. They set sail
with so many hopes, but
were doomed before they
even left Plymouth. We’re
intrigued by this mystery
because, like any great
conspiracy theory, it may
never be solved.

The Lost Colony
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